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CorlnDpce, 


SIR, 


Hanue done that heres, 


thought to baue done :; 


vpon the publique Cen- | 
ſure for a Sermon: For I 


the Juperatundancy of this kinde of writing , | 


' wherewith the world may ſeeme not more in$iru- | 
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EE which intruth TI never | 


Namely put my ſelfe | 


| SO Eco Ek knowe, and well confuder | 


E zL fled | 
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| | fled,then oppreſt . But the maine. reaſon that 
| ' draue me on this determination,was afitneſſe here | . 
| of the argument with the times z inwhich caſe as 

| lone (to [Peake my minde)I baue ever thought ſuch 
L diſcourſes , at leaſtwiſe excuſable , if ajvulged, 
Eſpecially when as too the argument thus taken in 
| | | 
hand happens a little beftdes the v{uall roade: not | 
trauers d and debated in every treatiſe. Vpon this | 


| 


round.cr bowſoever 1 was perſwaded , hauing 
perchance reſolu d of a publication, 1 knewe not to | 

. > | | 

whom Icould more iuſtly entitle this Schedule, | | 

then to your ſelfe. Firſt for the particular reſpett | 


I owe you,and then by reaſon of my collegiate du- | 


| ty inwhich I ſind bound, Pleaſe you then Sir, | 
| but to accept of theſe my firſt fruits : It may bee | 
: 
: 


| hereafter 1 ſhall bee able to vndertake ſome one 
s | thing or other, which may better deſerue your 
| name and patronage, Meane while I remame, 
| 45 ever, 


| Yours inallduc obſeruance, | 


loun Dovcury. 
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ly to haue vſed thbſe ſpirituall en- 
dowments which they did therewith receiue, For 
otherwiſe nor long {fince they \WCcrc Al people of all 

10ſt reprobate; ſo farre from the light of Grace, that 
they became even void of common ſenſe : What the 


are diſmiembred, 

Quaerit ſe natura,nec invenit— 
might be affirmed of them in a more proper phraſe; 
they had by cuftome of {inne loſt the very principles 
of reaſon:doing thoſe things(faith the Apolſtle)which 


are againf nature, Rom. 1.25, But now at length 


calightning by the Goſpell,not right- 


©) Preface: The Romanes here in this 


trough an cſpeciall calling by God's grace, they | 


Petronius. 
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of their knowledge; As the Apoſlle ſpeakes of leaven | 
| 1.Cor.s. that a /ztte of it leaneneth the whole lumpe: 
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' fo vnwonted a light, but with roo much exultancie: 


; in not knowing God or what was right , & now they | | 


| 
| 
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were well rid of that wretched eſtate in which they 
lay; being inltced thereof induced with many rare gilrs 
both of the will & vnderſtanding , like men theretore 
newly recouered from out the dungeon into a com- 
fortable ſunſhine,they doe not moderately enioy this 


they wax proud and high minded: Betore they ſinned 


take an occaſion of tranſgreſſing from the abundance | 


ſo here chietly by a little felfe-conceipt of knowledge, | 
all their other graces are in danger to be corrupted. 

Saint Paw/therefore to coole and allay this heat of 

ambition is very diligent: firſt he adviſeth them in the 
6.v.aboue to meaſure themſclues by their proper en- 
dowments: whither (ſaichhe) you haue receaued the 
gift of Prophecie, vie prophecte , or of miniſtring, | 
waite vpon your #9;ni/tery. In the beginning of this 
16® y, he biddeth them not to m#nde high things: 
not things which might ſerue rather to increaſe their 
' tumour then build themvp inthe ſpirit, And laſtly. 
| he prefſeth chem with the words of my Text, Be not 
w2zſe,efc. 

Where may you be pleaſed to obſerue two maine 
parts: firſt a wiſdome forbidden : and then what wif- 
dome it is : The wifdome here inhibited may bee yn- 
| derſtood,cither in regard of the 0b4ee2, as Be not wiſe, 
| that 15,be not overcurious to prye into ſecrets vnre- | 


vealed: In which ſenſe I will handle ; firſt, the pro- | 
A ——_ of Divine Myſteries: 2, te danger if any 
ſhall 
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Divine M [yſteries. 


ſhall preſſe too farre into them; or you may vnder- 
ſtand it in reſpe& of the ſabie#, as Be not wiſe , thatis 
be not conceiptedly littvp in minde. Wherevpon 1 
ſhall conſider the weakneſſe of humane knowledge, 
8& how atleaſtwiſe it is not our owne, but from God: 
| Out of theſecond generall , whereas it is denied that | 1 
| we ſhould bee wiſe 7m our 0wne conceiprs, a rule or | 
| {quare may be thence ſuppoſed , according to which 
we may be wiſe, andthatI define to (bee cither Scryp- 
ture or Revelation, Ofthele intheir order, and firſt 
of the profoundneſle of D:vine Myſteries. 

So deepe are mol} points of this art , that in truth | px, 
| they areaboue the lawtulneſſe of mans ſearch, The 
| Apoſtle in the precedent Chap: atthe 33 v. tearmes |. 
them not 22comprehenſible , but rather «r8SegeVynrs, 
thingsnot to be inquired into : ſuch as muſt bee reve- 
renced and admired in ſilence z Qu0d non poreft coms- 
prehenai{ſaith Lattantins) nec quart acbet : \tmyſte- 
ries cannot be ſounded by vs,neither ought they at all 


to be diſcuſſed; It is true that whatſocuer may con- | 
duce to our happineſſe, the Lord hath revealed moſt | 
| gratiouſly;he hath giuen vs his word tobee out guid | 
and comfort; For as the Ifraclites were in the vaſt 
Wilderneſſe,ſo are we beſetwith (innes and errours | 
{inthis world : as they then tournied towards the | 
carthly Canaan through conduG of thoſe two pzllars | 
| Exod.13.v.21.lo may we walke fately on towards the 
| heauenly by the guidance of his double Teltament; 
| Nothing there is that may help to further vs, butt is | 
either in both,or in one of them imparted: Butas for TT 

high and ſublime zzy/ferzes the Lord hath greatly 
| A 2 concealed 
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concealed them ; hee hath as it were cloſe lockt them 


| ill dim-fghted. In the 5*h of the Apoc.v.2.tis ſaid, 


| vp: For ſuppoſe he did communicate and lay them | 
| open,they would not fo much inſtruct our taithes , as | 
amaze our indg&ments. Flaſhes and ſtrictures of light- 
' ning doe indeedenlighten the eye , but by reaſon of | 
| too ſubtile a nature they doe alſo hurt it : euen ſo my- 
{ ſtcries too abſtract areapt to dazie the weakneſle of 
| rcalon,ifthey were preſented vnto vs, » 

' Therearel confeſſ degrees of knowledege:the ſpi- 
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| carnall : his eyes be newly on(caled by grace, as once: 
| S. Pauls were : but it is touching matters of ſaluation 
| Or faith: as for thefe hidden and abſtruſe points he is 
| wh 74 able to open the booke? who but the Lyon of the 
| Fribe of 1nda? It is meant of rhe booke in which ſuci 
ecrets lic coucht,and infolded; where you may note, | 
that wee, nay the beſt of God's Saints, are fo vnfit to 
expound rhe contents, that ryee may not fo much as 
vatie the clafpes. 
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rituall man vnderſtands a great deale more then rhe- 
—_ | 
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| ofan vnderſtanding much darkned - what it was be- 
 forethe fall, whither as ofa /zafor , ora Comprehex- 
/ſor,or mixtas Aquinas Sum:P.n?, 0.104. relolueth, it 
' matters not: but certainely he did notthen apprehend 
ſupernatural things more fully , then ſince hee doth 
ſcarcely and with dimneſle ; As the earth is,fo arc the 
| earthly, ofa dull and heauy capacitie , reaſon here 

hardly raiſing it ſelfe aboue the ſenſe; Davidacknow- 
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Now the reaſon of this may be,both mans dalaes, | 
and che abſtracnefle of theſ: points; as for man, he ts 


| 
 ledgethin this regard thathe was #2n9ramt , nay f00- | 
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Divine Myſteries. 


ao 


| 1;,and as a beaſt, Pſal. 73. Now on the otherfide di- 
vine myſteries, whither they concerne God in his na- 
 ture,or in his attributes, they are very ſublime, 

Firſt God in his efſence he 1s ſo pure, thathe is pn- 
rity and abſtracneſle itſelfe - asthe ete be it neuer fo 
clecre cannot ice the thinneſle of the ayre : fo neither 
can the eic of the minde truely imbrace the pureneſlc 
| of the Dictic, becauſe wanting as 'twere a folid ſub- 
| ſtance wherevpon to fix; And therefore you may ob- 
ſeruc how alwaies it falls downe ftretght vpon con- 
ceipts more groſle and earthly ; Cumacceſſeris ( ſaith 
| one})longins abit, God the neererivee labour to ap- 
proach him, the farther wee ſhall finde him remoned 
| beyond our ſearch; The Poez ſome where brings in 
| nas catching earneſtly at Creuſa's ghoſt, butthat 
flying and eſcaping betweene his embraces: wee may 
 puzle much aboutthe divine efſence; but euen then 


<— 


| comprehenſible; ſay 7 am that I am is my name , was 


| once the inſtruction of God vntoMo/es,Exod.z.v. 14. 
' and lethim be ſtill what he 1s - it is impoſlivle that hee- 
| ſhould be meafurzd by mans weake braine, 

Much lefſe may that ſacred diviſion of the Trinity 
be perceiued; how. three perſons are as it were graf- 
ted vpon one and the ſame eſſence : what the School- 
men vrge by way of ſimilitade from the vnderſtan- 
ding, memory,and will , doth but badly illuſtrate the 
| cauſe; foritthe Father begot the Soxne as the power 

of the vnderſtanding produceth its at, then muſt che 


Sonne begetanother Sonne as being with the ſame 


| A 3 loue 


powerindued : likewile as the Sp#rz7 is produced by | 
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| 


Anon:;E:de 


| Cardinal: 


Chriſt, operid. 
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when weethinke to haue laid hold on it,itproues in- 
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loue, ſo ſhall it produce againe a Spzrit by loue, 
\ wherefore this inſtance fals ſhort of a due reſem- 


blance: Yet is it I conteſle the belt helpe and ſhadowe 
for expreſſion that either here wee haue or may cx- 
pea: Vhilſt Moſes kept vnvailed, the Uraclites could 
not indure to look vpon his face it was fo bright; nci- 
ther may wee behold this myltery'vnleſſe it bee 
through ſuch ſhadowes and that but weakly ; $o then 
thatwhich Tertull;az hath here defined , is moſt re- 
markably true: Deum «ſtimari facit dum eitimari non 
captt : wee doe beſt apprehend Godecither in his ef- 
{ence,or inthe Trinity, if we contefſe that we cannot. 

Come now to thoſe attributes of his power , his 
will,and ſuch likez what man is able poſſibly to reach 
them ? VVho doth not ſtreight acknowledge his dul- 
neſſe ? So long as the vnderſtanding meets with ob- 
ies cquall and befitting it's ſtrength, it doth well 


enough ;butthe hand you knowe cannot graſpe a | 


ching bigger then itſelte : neither can a finiteappre- 
henfton throughly conceaue thoſe properties, as be- 
ing infinite: it doth well conceaue that they are inf1- 
nite butnot the infiniteneſle ; hee #s as high as heauen 
what can [t thou doe? deeper then hell what canſt thou 
Enowe ?Tob.11.v.8, By the power indeed of the Al- 
mighty was this round world framed ; his arme and 
ſtrength laid the foundation of it,no man doubts: but 
cleerely toapprchend the manner of its production, 
requires more thena finite capacity ; our vnderſtan- 
ding is not able to paſle ouer ſo vaſta diſtance , as Iy- 
eth betweene an vtter nothing,and tlie newnefle of a 
being. Saint Pau! makes it ana of faith ro perceiue 
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this, Throueh fuith wee underſtand that the worlds 
| were framed, Heb.11.3. 
| Yeteſpecially are thoſe myſteries of his will and 
' decree moſt abſtruſe; for they be not only abſtra& in 
their owne nature, but alſo concealed by God of pur- 
pole, No man knoweth the things of 4 man ſane the_» 
irit of man which is in him, 1.Cor.2, And aprudert 

man ((aith Solomon ) concealeth his knowledge, Prov. 
12.v,23. Now God is all wiſdome, and ſorthismuſt 
be as ſecret in his determinations, as he is tuſt and vp- 
right; whither he reprobates men abſolutely,or vpon 
a preſuppoſed fall, ſeemes a queſtion of a perplext dit- 
 ficulty : Againe, whither he allowes ſufficiency of 
erace toall ornot, tis cafierto argue , then finde out 
wherevpon to pitch a ſerled aſſent. The /Egyptians 
to declare the abſtruſeneſſe of their rites did place 
ypon the forefront of their Temples the picture of a 
Sphynx: how much more iuſtly may wee doe fo? So 
many ſcruples doe occurre in the bulke of diuinity, 
which if they be ſearched vato the botrome , they far 
ſurmount humanc reach, 


[ let paſſe here that great myſtery (as Saint Panle.. 
| calls it) of Chriſt's being incarnate; that of the /aſf rc- 
#oring ot our bodies , both which for their ſeeming. 
impoſſibility, were points in times paſt which ancien- 
ter profeſſors of the Chriſtian fairh did molt hardly 
digeſt; humanereaſon proued ſo incapable to enter- 
taine them, that they became vnto it arock of offence: 
Neither ſtand I to inlarge thoſe diſputes of the 


worlds conſummation,of Antichriſt, with others,not 


A. 


| fo rightly to bee tearm'd doubts as riddles; Not the 


| Angels | 
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| Angels themſelues perchance do comprehend them, | 
E as being ofthat rancke into which they doe but peepe | 
| as before they did into thatof the redemption of man ! 
p-- kinde. A{zranauiainhis Apologie much extolleth | 
"] 'certaine Cabali#ticall volumes which he had , as if in | 
themall ſuch myſterious doctrines had beene darkly 
comprized; for (faith he) beſides the holy writ, God 
| did fo provide thatwhatſoeuer is to be known, might } 
out of theſe be collected by themore wile and paine- 
full ewes: which his opinion he groundeth voon EL: | 
dras-Efdr,2.14. This is but a meere fancy, yer fo farre | 
ttagrecth to right, thatby it is intimated the abſtruſe- 
| nelle of divine truthes ; Out of whoſe womb commeth | 
| the zee (laiththe Lord) Iob,38. or, haft thou entred | 


| 
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3 into the treaſures of ſnowe ? It not into thoſe naturall | 
ſftorehoules of yce & hayle,much leſle can we aſcend | | 
into thoſe ſpirituall ones of which I ſpeak: Doubtleſle | 


| they are more remoued, and being heauenly they as | 
| farre excced thecompaſie of mans wit, as the heauen 


is diutded from the earth, 

Neither bee theſe alone of chiefeſt moment lo in- 

= | volued, but lefler alſo and thoſe which we perhaps do 

| indge our ſelues to vaderſtand compleatly; But that 

| of Gods proutdence & the adminiſtration of the world, | 
| | may.ſeeme to haue Ragger'd the kingly Prophet:how | | 

Plal23,  thewicked ſhould Qillfouriſh , and the righteous bee 

| daily afflicted : the mannerot the ſoules beginning, 


| | whither propagated or infuſed,did much trouble Aw- 


| * Auſtia, flin and Hierom, Caliginoſifiima que3tio ( {aith® one 
| ofthem) it is a queſtion too intricate; not to heape vp 
— many: * 4rnvbirs inthe controuerliei, why God ptr- 
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mits finne,ſ{ith he hates it, yeeldeth himſelfe in a man- 
ner blanckt, 
| It anyſhallaskewhydivine truthes are ſo obfcur'd, 
itmay bee they are reſerued to augment our future 
bliſſe, which ſhall conſiſt as well in the enlargement of 
our knowledge ,as the refining of our wills: when the 
vaile of ignorance is to be taken away,and wee_Þ ſhall 
knowe even as we are knowne, 1.Cor. 13, or perhaps 
it is to encreaſe the ſtate and reſpe& of them;for men 
doe vſually eſteeme thatwith greater reverence,with 
which they bee not ſo throughly acquaintey, Vpon 
this ground the heathen alſo did , { as Macrobira ob- 
ſerues)couch their religion vnder darke types; thence 
{o many fables andſceming toyes: with reverence to 
this policy , ſome heretiques likewiſe bad their 
7 84:31 8% cxler2 according to thatofthe Apocal.2:24 
Howloever, as long as wee remaine clothed with 
this corruptible fleſh,we bc in ſuch myſterious points 
but weakly grounded ; we haue onely a//enſum fide; 
an caſje beleife , not a//enſam ſerentie , a peircing. 
knowledge; Religion is not as other ſciences, it ſup- 
poſeth and takes vpon truſt very much: which gaue 
occaſion long ſince to the blaſphemous Pagans to 
deride it asa groundleſſe fabricke of he braine: it be- 


ll — 


| Iceues much and knoweth little, yea knowledge it 


ſelfe here is but a kinde of praRicke beleife: 1fany mar | 
will doe ( Goa's ) will, hee ſhall knowe of his doctrine. 
Tohn 17.v.17. Take but Saint Pax{for an inſtance, a 

man of rare excellency ; one who had beene wrapt vp | 


aboue the heauensand himſelfe: yet (as himſelfe doth | 


| 


| 


ln ſomn, Sip, 
Lt. | 


imply) he heard thoſe things in his rapture, which at- | 
B terwards 
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Tacitus, 


De orthodov, 
religione, 
L.4. 
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rerwards he did not well conceaue ; nay in the argu- 
ment of the Iewesreietion, and calling of the Gen- 
tiles, when he hath driuen it co a head as neere as hee 
can,he meets with a ſea vnfordable ; hee is faine to fit 
| downeas it were vpon the banke,and cry out, O the_> 
depth of the wiſdome and knowleage of God, 

I will conclude this point with the words of the hi- 
{torian;that which he ſpeaks of Nate mitlteries,may of 
theſe be more fitly pronounced, Non aliter ratio con- 

flat,quam fi vnireddatar: itis the priuiledge of di- 
' vine myſteries, that they be vnderſtood of cod alone. 
As tor others, a bold-cnquiry here, is not more irre- 
verent,then full of dawger and hazard, Which is my 
ſecond point, 

When men walke vpon prerupt and ſteepe places, 
they are ſubict to fall; and ſo here by medling with 
theſe high points, an errour or hereſie is quickly in- 
| curred; yet ſuch is the intemperate de{ire of know- 
ledge, that men cannot bee bounded in the ſearch 
| thereof, Even our firſt parents in Paradife were not 
free from this itch ; where when all the trees beſides 
were granted them for vſe , they muſt needs taſt the 
excepted fruit, which(as Nzcetas Chomates imagineth) 
was nothing but an allegory or figure of knowledge. 
| Hence in their poſterity ſuch luſting afrer nouelries: 
ſuch an vnfatiate curioſity, In truth to aſlwage this hu- 
{ mourin part, the Lord hath wholly expoſed all the 
creatures to mans diſquiry ; aS it is ſaid of the Levia- 
than, Plalm.rog.that God hath made the wzde Sea 
for him to p/ay z2 , thatis ra expatiate and take his 
ſwinge; ſo hath he as it were made this lower world 
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| ofthe Trinitieand incarnation , then about all the 


then an aduiſed modeſty; whilſt they would needs be 


| moment, Hence is itthat wee- 


LO 
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for mans delight and contemplation ; he may roue as | 
he liſt,and notonly reſt in the outſide of things , bur 
alſo lawfully diue into the inmoſt eſſence, 

But for D:vzne myſteries,il we preſſe too farre, we 
become obnoxious to errors & {lips;for from whence 
ſprang hereſtes of old in the Chriſtian world , bur 
from this fountaine > VVhilſt men in the ſearch of 
truth were directed rather by too much ambition, | 


campering beyond their skill in Jon of the chiecteſt 
nde more hereſies to 
haue ariſen concerning thoſe two greateſt myſteries 


reſt: Arians,Neſtorians,yea moſt ſes did ſtumble at 
theſe blocks : The ſtomacke when it meeteth with 
meats hard and not well to bee digeſted , it ſends vp 
noxious vapours into the braine: euen ſo theſe men | 
lighting vpon points which were too knotty for 
them,and notbeing guided by diſcretion , inſteed of 
doctrines broached their wild conceipts : For this 
cauſe wee finde the Fathers euermore cautelous and 
very retir'd. Read but S* Hzaryin his 2. 1. See before 
the entrance of his diſpute concerning the Trinity, 
how he puts on, and then falls backe , venters againe 
and recoyleth as faſt: mzzhz (faith he ) iz ſenſu labes, 71 
intelligenti4 fupor e# : both my ſenſe and reaſon are 
aſtoniſht, The good Father may ſeeme rather zo 


haue feared a ſurreptirious curiolity,then ithe ſhould | _, 
bluntly haue betrai'd the cauſe, At the Synod of Nice | Cucycenus, 
| where the ſame point was debated, the Biſhops there 


expreſly rejected the words , Hes or 8+ : vndertake 
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; 


{ - | 
Exod. 19.v, 12,thatnone,neither man-nor beaſt ſhould 


at i —_—— 


they would to proue the myſterie,but for the manner 


| they durſtnot, 


- Suchwastheir religious diffidence in theſe mat- 
ters:and ſuch others alſo; ro whom I could with that 
the Schoolemen were not vnlike, But contrariwiſe 
| whatarrogancy doth wholy poſleſſe them ? How re- 


| ſpeletſcly doe they thruſt into the moſt hidden ſe- 


crets ? It was atime when the Lord gaue command, 


touch the mount where himſelfe was. And ſarely 
there is greacreaſon why the ſame edict ſhould bee 
proclaim.d againe: this boldnes of ſome wits calling 
too nicely into diſpute, thoſe myſteries , which are 
more iuſtly to be adored;Euer and anon they diſcuſle 
the abſoluteneſle of their makers power: what may be 


treedomeand will , and happily limit it with ſome 


except they ſport theinſeluzs intheſe myſteries they 
| be not contented ; witnefſe for inſtance ſake thoſe 


| queries,whither God be materia prima, and, whither 
| Chriſts azvinitie might not ſuppoſitate a fly:which & 


ſuch like doe notinforme theminde, burtruly wrong 
| the maieſtic of God : ſo that here I could almoſt ap- 
| plaud that ſharp cenſure of judicious Ca/viz, though 
in another caſe : Schole in detering ſemper aberrant; 
| the Schoolmen do alwaies incline to the worſe hand. 
| Neitherinthis are the Arminians lefle to bee con- 
demned:?Vho hath beex his counſellour? ſaith the Pro- 
phet concerning God, 1ſ{a.4o.13, VVhom among the 


| lonnes of men did he chooſe for his aſliſtant?Butthey 
as 


efteed by it, and what not:ſometimes they argue his 


vaine diſtinction: Nay ſo audacious are many, that 
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| as confidently ſtate thoſe his Ads of eletion and re- 

: | probation, as if they had themſe!.es decreed them: 
: they ſoare vp on high euen into the boſome of the 


Almighty: men oftimes of greater reach in contro- 
verſes, then of wiſdome or diſcreetneſſe,Our Sayiour 
| once tooke vp Peter,Toh, 21, 21.but for that frivolous 
queſtion: What ſhall this man doe > Hee is offended | 
with the Diſciples for .inquiring too narrowly after | 
the re/tauration of the Tewiſh: eſtate, AR. 1, 6. how 
much more is it to be feared that hee will ſharply re- 
; buke thoſe forenamed intruders, it they learne not be- 
| times to cucb their knowledge; Auſtin in one of his 
Epiſtles, hath a pretty alluſion ofa certaine paſſenger 
.  falne perchance into a pit : Ob/ecro ( ſaith hee there ſo 
falne to one comming to his reſcue) quomoas hine me 
liberes,non-quomodo huc ceciderim queras :\tand not | 
| to expoſtulate with me how T{lipt in, but rather kind 
| ly helpe me ont: We areall falne through Adam in- 
; | to a wide guife of vahappineſle; let vs endeauour to 
recouer our felues:let vs examine rather by ourcourlſe | 
: of life our hopes of blifſe or not , then curiouſly looke 
| itinthe firſt decree, Our finnes and milcries require 
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| | the goodnefſe of a mediatour: as for a Sophiſterto 

diſpute the occaſion we need not; eſpecially ſince , as | 

Arminius himielte concludeth, theſe points be not 

requifiteneitherto be k9wne or beleened ;itis in his 

declaratione ſententie,betore the States, | 
Yetare they till ſo fraught with fubriſcies, that the 
very pervſall may ſceme of greater danger,then it can 
be of profit, How often ſee wee many hereto ſuffer 

ſhipwrack,whilft they couetto goe farther then their 
B 3 ability 
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Euripid, 


ability or ſtrength will permit them ? The Prophet | 
David Plal, 36, compareth the iudgements of God | 
toa depth,or an abyſ/e, Now ina depth as long as we 

can finde footing,webe well and fate: bur if that faile, | 
a feare ſtreight ſeizeth on vs of being plunged : thus | 
in abſtruſer myſterics,as long as we can haue the help | 
of reaſon too , wee may wade the mote ſecurely on: | 
but when that once is ſwallowed vp, a mazeleſſe con- 
faſion mult needs followe. Youknowe what Poets | 
faine of Penthexs; he was torne but for viewing too | 
neerely the rites of Bacchus: vpon which one of them 

To (,opoy ff u oogie; 

Such wiſdome is madneſle outright 5; You may re- 
member how the Lord long fince gaue vp the anci- 

ent Philoſophers to vaniſh in their owne deuiſes, be- | 
cauſe they vſcd the talcnt of their wits to idle diſqui- | 
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1 ries,and not to the donours praiſe ; Let vs take heed 
| 


! cry downe more acute diſputes. Men may deſeruing- 


leaſt we deſerue alike ſentence, by treſpaſſing roo far 

vpon Grace,as they did vponthe light of Natare. 
Neither doe I by this approue the lazie dulneſle of 

any:not of fuch who thinker acuteneſle ſufficient to 


ly canvaſe theſe poinrs , if they ſhall in their diſcour- 
ſes, be guided by reaſon , and not by fancy or bold- 
neſle. It is here as it was in Ov/d his Medeaz a match- 
lefſe Poemffaith the Rhetoritian ) ſe #*ygen)o /uo tem 
perare maluiſſet,quam indulgere, it he had not beene 
too lauiſhly witty. VVe be placed by nature in a mid 
diſtance betweene beaſts and Angels: thus alſo ought 
our knowledgeto bee, leſle then that of Angels , as 
more then what beaſts haue: wee muſt bee content to 


forgoe 
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| their own wit, then the iuſineſſe of the argument they 
have in hand ; for this reaſon you may note how er- 
 rours in times paſt brake forth moſt rife in the Eaſter 
| Churches; there that ofthe Novatians , Eunomians, 
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IF 


| forgoe many difficultics , if wee can percance vnder- 
ſtand any, But fo 1tis,thatthoſe who meddle here,do 
for the moſt part exceed their limits ; as it happeneth 
in ambition of ſtate , they neuer deeme themſelues 
high enough,till they touch vpon danger. God in 


| many places of Scripture is ſaid to be & fire, as Deut, 


4.v.24. Ezck.8., 2. Ittoa fire wee approach not too 
nigh,itcomforteth , but otherwiſe it burnes and ſcor- 
cheth: ſo here concerning diuine matters,a temperate 
knowledge inftrueth vs; but a ſuperfluous or pre- 
ſumptuous ſearch confounds the iudgement. 

I will cloſe vp this point with that of Sa/vizan, Ge- 
mu quaſiſacrilegs temeritatis ef, vt plusſerre cupias, 
quam ſinaris: it is not ſo much curioſity , as a kinde of 
ſacriledge,to price into the forbidden ſecrets of Gods 
ownecloſet : it argues a foule preſumption in vs of 
our ſtrength, when as(God knowerh)our knowledge 
is but ſmall and weake, whichis my third point, 

Knowledge indeed is the very light of the ſoule, 
a iewell ineſtimable : yet ſo apt are men to bee milled 
by arrogancy , that they inuertthat to their harme, 
which the Lord hath beſtowed on them for their 
greate vſe; Itold you before of the danger of anen- 
croaching wiſdome: of drawing too nigh vnto the 
flaming buſh, to which notwithſtanding 249ſes might 
not, Now of this there is no greater an incentiue 
cauſe, then this of pride; when men doe fauour more 


| 


"fi 


— 


C oncernimg 


Exercic, 


; $2 | 
knowledge; neither is it a rare fight to ſce men now | 


frſtto oke root,and indeed what not? VVhereas theſe! 
of the We#,as being placed vnder a dullerclime,ſo 
were they for hereſfies lefle diſpoſed, The Valentini- 


ans (faith 1reneus) were men 9niſemeti;/0s perfectos, 
& wniverſorum agnitionem habere aicebant : they 


deem'd themſelues as it were compoſed of wit and 


adajes to lip from pride to errour.: whilſt not being 
ſeaſoned wit! charity, they ſwell with felfe conceipr. 
Henceche Apoſtle layeth it for a principall and main 
ground of per verſe dodrines,1,Tim.s. 

Rut alas,what is the higheſt pitch of mans ſcience? 
or wherein doth he fo excell , but in that he may bee | 


faid beſt toknow, it he confefle his ignorance ; Can | 


he ſound the true depth of the leaſt point in nature ? | 
is heable to fatisfie himſelfe in any triuiall obieR ? 
Looke but ypon the loadſtone, and thou {halt find as 
many amazing wonders;as there be properties, Con- 
ſider the yexmora ſo called : ſhew mee how'{oſmall 4 
creature doth check thetalleſt ſhip in its full- courſe: 
view the curious frame of mans body : ponder the en- 
creaſe of the buried ſeed ; Vbig, ( ſaith Scaliger ) cla- | 
mandum eſt nos nihilſcire: oneneuertheleſſe, who did 
(I beleeue) iudge as charitably of himſclte, as another 
man, Reaſon and ſenſe be the only or chiete promo- 
ters of our knowledge in this world ; now theſe for 
the moſt part,are as ſubie& toerrour, as weak in their 
helpes; whereby it hapneth that thoſe things which 
we doe vnderſtand, we know but in the rine & light- 
ly: like Z/op's Fox, who did licke the outtide ofthe 


glaſle,when he could not come at the ſubſtance, 
As 
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| As fortumorthen and height ofconceipt, it argu. | 
| eth nothing here, but want of an experienced inſight: | 
| - - | the veryclaimeto much knowledge proues this, that | 
| the title 1s neither good nor right; Saint Paw! makes it 
a principle, thatſuch pretenders, at leaſt wiſe concer- 
| ning the Chriſtian doQrine , were but yeipyJas meere 
| _ | nouices 1-T7#m.3. Inthe 6h Ch, he couples themto. 
; | gether , proud and knowing nothing v. 4. vpon the | Feftusde ver- 
: | fame ground perhaps alſo the word infrunitu of | borum fignifie | 
|  theancient latines, dothas well imply an infolent | Franck: | 
| man, as one that is void of ſence ; whenthe limbs | ia fragmenci; 
| fell and wax ouerbig, it is no ſigne of health in the 
. | body, but rather ofa dropſie, or ſome diſeaſe:ſo-tru- 
| ly ehis arrogancy proceedeth moſt commonly from | 
an vnſoundnes of the braine, as not comprehending 
| yet but what the vaſineſle of knowledge is, 

Hence, thoſe bitings and cenſures againſt others: 
ſuch malignant vndervalewing, whereby wee leſſen 
our brothers name that wee may encreaſe our owne; 
l;vor (faith Petrarch) Semper lippus ef : this humor 
alwaies is ill fghted : it diſcerneth not of wortha- 
broad, but of that only which is nigh at hand, nay 1n 
| the poſſeſſour: Although ſo illa cnſtome doth no- 
| | thing augment their repute who practiſe it. The 
moone may darken and eclips the ſunne, but withall 
irlooſeth its owne light: and they by deprauing ano» 
; thers worth, make their owne to be ſuſpected. 
| Butnow on theother ſide, men of growth and 
| good proceedings in knowledge bee nothing ſo; 
Moſes it is recorded, was a man skilled in all the /carn- 


ins of the e/Afavptians: yetafterwards wee finde, ; 
'o 0/4 7 x1 
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| that he was not more learned then meeke & modeſt, 
The meekeft man vpon earth Numb. 12,3, In truth 
ſuch doe well concejue the length and breadth of 
ſciences, as notto be waded thoroughzthey are fo far 
trom nouriſhing a great opinion within themſclues, 
Eo a4marce}. | that they labour alſo to beate it downe el{where; #0 | 
p.admarce Eh 4-71 ; | 
Jin, placet cum achariſſimis,&+c. Tt isnot pleaſing to mee , 
7 {ſaith S* Auſtzn) that my friends doe ſo ouerprize my. ; 
| wotth:It is vnderſtood by them, how the knowledge 
| of this point doth but lead vs into the ignorance of | 


another;how the infinitneſle of learning groweth vp- 
on vs in the very getting ofit.lfmen walke abroad the: | 
| heauens ſeem at cuery ſmall diſtance to cloſe with the | 
earth:but whe they approach thether,as large a ſpace 
opens forthwith as they haue left behinde;thus in the 
courſe of learning ; vpon any-purchaſe of ſome little 
inſ1ghtwe hope anon toreſt accomplifht; but when 
 weariue there farther difficulties ariſe before vs; {till 
there remaineth ſomething behinde vnſcand; For as 
yet we know but inpart 1.Cor.13. vpon which ſome 
haue made this obſeruation, that in this life wee ob- 
raine a greater likenefle with God —_— the 1m- 
prouement of our wils , then by that of the reaſona- 
ble faculty; Holy wee may bee in a bigger meaſure, 
then we can be wiſc and learned, 

But ſuppoſe thou haſt attaineqto the higheſt top 
of all ſcience-: that thou vndeſtandeſt as much as an- 
gels doe,what haſt thou, that thou didfi not receine, 
and if thou didft receiue it , why doit thouglory as if 
thouhadf not receined it? Men doe not vſually boat} ; 
of thoſe things -which doe outwardly accrew vnto ; 
| | them . 


| 


hm. 
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them; thence he in the tragedian ſcofhngly, 
Qui genus tactat ſuum 
Mena lauaat. 
it muſt be ſomething of their owne induſtry and at- 
chieuement that puts them vp : now knowledge, it.is 


the power of tongues: to another the vnderſtanding 
of artes; and to all as beſt him pleaſeth, 

I ſpeake not of an infuſed ſcience; not of the ability 
which the Prophets and Apoſtles had: but that like- 
wiſc'ofthe common ſtraine may ſeeme in a peculiar 
| manner to proceed from God; Neitheryet know I, 
how far forth here he affordetl his influence,by what 
concurſe: onely Iam perſwaded that he doth concur 
vnto this by a more ſpeciall aide, then to other ver. 
rues ofthe like ranke; Euerythe Philoſophers concei- 
uing this,E2] there deities {as Capella alſo alludeth) 
to whom ſeuerally they did attribute each art; who, 
if hee doth conſider thoſe prime fathers of the 


Church: how powerfully they withſtood troopes of 
herefies our of the copiouſnelle of their knowledge: 


who can imagine but that they were thus helpt? Yet 
not by inſpiration, but by a particular and vaknowne 
aſſiſtance; Ewerygood gift, ex euery perfect gift ts from 
aboue.la.1, 17. and for thisthe Phzloſopher in his 
Ethicks maketh his felicity or chiefe good *34odvlo 


minde more excellent then this of knowledge; it is 
through ſelfe-conceipr; if, as venemous beaſts wont 


to doe by nutriture, we turnenot that to poyſon and 
C2 our 


chiefly a gift of Gods benevolence: hee giueth ro one. 


a gift of God; Now there is no endowment of the | 


the eye and guide ofthe reſt, it wee doe notabule it | 


Vid. ad initia, 
T. 
L, de arubug, 
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| Sachbre which of it ſelfe is 0008. 
| Twillendthis point with the words of the Apoſtle: 
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| If any man thinks that hee knoweth any thing , hee 
| knoweth nothing yet as he onght to know: heknoweth 


| of holy writ and yrexea/ed grace, which is my laſt 
| POINT, 


707 Jocecitheryygar0: writs & promulged,or £ypapo: 


-and ſo is the rule wherewith God guideth our know- 
ledge in divine myſteries, parily deſcribed in his 


word, and ſometimes reuealed be{tdes che holy writ. 
As fortheword it is © treaſury full of moſt rare 


| 

| ! 

| knowledge, There are who hold no art or ſcience to 
| be extant, which is not at leaſt wiſe implicitly conta1- 
| 
| 


ned init: for, ſay they,ſome clauſes-doe here appeare 
oreach faculry : ſome prints and footſteps , Oa this 
manner hane Critichs)ikewiſethought all Phitofophy 
| toly hid in Fower, and tudge him as various an ar- 


Eg. : Ger , 
| tift, as2n excellent Poct. Either opinion Let palic, 


trough not as vnprobable, yet as remote from my 
purpoſe; Certaine it is that whatfoe're my or- 
dinarily beger, or encreaſea divine knowledge , the 
| Lord hath awply ſet downe in his word; For heuath 
not giuen italone to conforme our wils, but allo to 
 enrichthe tables of our vnderſtanding ; #0 mate. vs 
wiſe 2 Tim, Itisconfeſtta bea kinde of {cience, as 


| farre ſurpaſſing the reſt in worth,as divinity doth a 
cced | 


 notaccording to ſobriety: not according to the rule 


Since mans ſpeculations and' fancies of themſelues 
| are ſo extravagant, God hath wiſely pronided lawcs 
to binde them withalt. Now lawes {ſaith the Empe- 


namely forcible cuſtomes, but no where inrowled: 
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| coed frailenature, Dauid though a prophet proteſt. [ 
 cththat hee grew thereby more wiſe, then were his 
teachers: How often doth he pray and entreat to bee | 
fully inſtructed in it. | 
So then, that conceipr ofthe Cardinall Z, 4.De- 
verbo Dez, is buta meere figmentzas if things of com- 
| moa need, were comprized therein, and not matters | 
| of peculiar & ſecret vie, Itis faid to be as a /igh# that 
| ſhineth in a darke place 2.Pet.1. a Candle put on a can- 
| aleftick Mat. 5. 15. Now alight ſo placed, dothnot 
| lighten only the open rooome, but every nooke and | 
' corner thereof, Nay I will adde, it is an arv07y fur- 
niſhing the zealous diſpurerwith proofes againſt fo 
| blaſphemcus tetzents; a garden out of which the holy 
diſpenſer may decke vp his diſcourſe into a Prophets 
phraſe; what things are of neceſſary and a ſauing vſe 
betheremoſt plainly diſcloſed; others 'indeed but 
| dimly; whereas the viord growes obſcure, ſo ſhould 
ourſcarch bee more cautelous and circumſpect; wee- 
muſtnot vent our coniectures for oracles atall, leaſt 
whilft weannex ſuch glofſes, we corrupt the text. The } 
| good Samaritaninthe 10 of Zuke delinered two 
penceto the hoſt for the wounded traueller: #wo R Wc * 
| pence (ſaith Optatas) that is Chriſt hath bequeathed | ;, CCD: 
vnto vs for our ſoules heaith both lawes, the old and | one advirgi- 
thenew;He promiſeth there that what ſhould be laid | *** &» 
out more,itnotlauiſhly perchance,or idely,he would | 
ſee it diſcharged: ſo may wee for our ſober diſputes, 
eiter vpon or beſides the word expe a- recom- 
pence; but if they appeare ſuperfluous or repugnant, 
they.be no longerdeſcants, but (infull deyiſes. 
C3 Humane. 
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"24 Concerning 

| Humane inuentions then come ſhort of a diuine / 
authority: they may ſerue vs fo- illuſtrations, but nor | 


—_ - for aground andrule - vponthe word as touching 
&|: that efficacy which they haue, muſt they be builded |, 
"is x allo; either expreſſe, as thereapparent, orat leaſt, e/;- 
Vi! citine, as being thence fairely and handſomly dedu- 
i | ced. Itweecontaine within this compaſſe wee ſhall 
beeas wiſe as fafe: but if wee fly outrand follow our 
21 fancies, it remaineth that we ſtraight vaniſh in them, | 
L.2.c 46.47, -| Foreuen thus did thatlewd rable of the Gzoftzci-they 
&c. ſet the (criptures aſide (laith 1renems) betaking them. 
ſelucs to their proper conicures: The P/almz/? oft- 
tine likneth the word of God vnto a path or way: 
nay it is V44 Regza, as one ſtyleth it: the high way to 
blifle: now moſt commonly vpon each fide of ſuch 
wates there bee ditches and miery bogs: fo here on 
it cicher hand. the word ly hereſies andnumberles er- | 
3N | rours, dangerous to bee{lipt juto; it is beſtthen to 
.:.x keepe the beatenand trodded way, the word, | 
| + Butagaine;zfometimes the Lord ſpeaketh as well | 
| by 772m and Thummim, as heedoth in the written 
word: for he hath not tied himſelfeſo ſtrictly vnto the 
word, but that hee can, if he pleaſe, vary the manner | 
of his communication with his beloued Saints, Our | ' 
} Fathers inthe firſt nonage ofthe Church, well vnder- | 
| food the benefit of this; a dreame or vifion to them 
did ascalily cleere each doubt', as either their owne 
| weakneſle, or the occurrency of buſineſle could ſug- | 
_ - geſtit, Buttoauouch the truth, now in theſe later 
I dayes, ſuch extraordinary meanes of grace bee wel! 
nigh out of late; Prophecy,8& reuclation,8 tongues, 
with | 
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vie the good father Saint Cyprean, as for Yiſionshee 


with othicr gifts, we finde conioyn'd 1 Cor. 12. Since 
as there appeareth no miracle of rongues or prophe- 
cy, neither is-it tobe belecued that revelations are 
very frequent;Hauing Aoſes and the Scriptares, wee: 
ray not expect new meſſages fromthe dead, nor yet 
trom abouez Ca/vinis confident to vpbraid Such pre- 
tended Enthuſiafs with downeright madneſſe: min 
errore agitantur, quam rabie; they be not (faith hee) 
ſo much miſtaken as quite diſtracted, when as there- 
fore I makereuelation a rule of our wiſdome, it is in- 
decd in itfelfe,but not ſo vſually if wereſpeR thepre- 
ſent age, it is if it were, but this no way cauſeth it to 
be: Our beſt Enthuſia/mes now muſt bee our- prayers 
and ditigence in the ſacred word, . 

Trie then atleaſt wee muſt the ſprrits as S* John 
warnerh vs, leaſt a dreame or idle conceipt deludevs | , 5, .. 
with the eſtceme of aclaſſicke nonekeforld as Na- Vincentius 
than did once in counſelling Danza, ſuch Prophets PWR _ | 
ſpeake withoutthe Ephod; tor what- draue Tertullzan | rhe rcneg 


moreeffectually vpon Montant/me?Andit you per- Annotation 


may ſeeme to credit them ouermuch; 1o apt are men 
to rely on the {lights of fancy, railing miracles out of 
the braine, when thoſe of the hands be ceaſed, yea in 
former times this liberty of imagination grew ſo far, 
as into a ſe of Hereticks, termed the nagguntulat; 
who could as they thoug ht by helpe of diuine illumi- 
nation, expound the Scrzptares vpon firſt ſight...As 
Samuel then being called by: God himſelte , onceor 
twice miſtooke the ſoundfor old Elzes voice Sams i.3. 


{o muſt we be carefull that contrariwiſe weentertaine | 


not 
—  — — — 
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ſtaſme, 
" Notwithſtanding all this, if hauing examined ſuch 
inſpirations by the rouch of ſacred wr/r, wee finde 
them accordingly; arz/ethey may bezyer here againe 
you muſt note, what reuelations { meahe; not nevy & 
vnheard of reſþeefu dodtrine revelate, as the Papyſls 
would, leſſening thereby the ſufficiency of the word: 
but new reſpects attus rewelandi: tuch onely as in- 


| 


our faith:{uch alone may be the guide of the w/aome 
| here diſcuſſed, 
| Thefumme ofall that hath beene ſpoken hitherto 
is tlijs, It is rg be withed that we had no occafion to 
deale vpon ſuch deepe myſtertes at all; ſince our liſe 
is fraile, and our ayme eternall blifle, it were expedi- 
ent that we endeauoured more to become pious,then 
{ubrillandacute ; Epictetms the Sroicke could once 
complaine of his time ; whereas {ſaith he) there be 
wo parts of Phi/oſaphy: the firſtand more eſpeciall 
x01; 76 deypdley a practiſe of wholſome precepts 
\welldigeſted:the ſecond ia154un 767 mayeSiufear;a ſpe. 


| quite inuerted the courſe. How many now a daics 
; frame heir diuiner ſtudies after this method? How 
| doe they chiefly intend ſublimer, though fruitleſſe 
| coatroverſ1es; yea and moreouer, which is as bad, oft 
{ tumes thoſe here vndertake theſe points, whoſe ſhoul- 
| ders for ſuch a burden be moſt vnfit, Fight ye not with 
| (mall ox great ſaut onely with the king af Iſratl,was the 
charge of the Syr7/4n king to the Captaines of his 


| 1o0t (ome crotchet of mans braine for a diuine Entbe- 


forme vs in matters of fa4,notencreaſe the Canon of 


culatiue and curious diſquiry; Zuraay wouunr, we hauc 
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hand,but rather betray their owne weakneſle, 


before he receaued thole ſtrange viſions , faſted three 
whole weekes,Dan.zo.3.And lamblychus the Pytha- 


goreanrelateth how the Ag ypriian Priefs went to 
| 
prepare themſelues for their ſuppoled Enthuſiaſmes 


with muſicke and abſtinence ; I vrgenot this for ex- 


we (hould addrefle our ſelues to fo diuinea taskenot 
rudely ſetting vpon it, but with mature aduice : Be- 


Spider,becauſe ſhe ſpinneth roo curious a web. In a 
word let vs evermore ſubmit fancie toreaſon , & rea- 
ſon to faith, both to Gods word, or his eſpeciall reve- 
lation, Theſe two be that helping g/a//e of our know- 
ledge here,or double ſpeacle, of which Saint Patle_ 
ſpeaketh, Now wee ſee through aglaſſe aarkely, but 
then face t0 face. | 


And thus Ihaue, though weakly , made vp a dit- 


| courſe concerning Divine Myſteries, and our know- 
leaze of them. A Text in my indgement, as befitting 


this 


Or ſecondly , ſince by reaſon of our inſulting ad- 
verlaries on either ſide, ſomemuſt needs looke into 
theſe points, -it is meete that wee difpole our ſelues 
with a graue conſideration of this afore hand;; Darge/ 


ample ſake, but only to ſhew with what reverence 


ſides in the enterprize it ſelfe,let vs vie great ſobriety, 
avoiding that zegoriey,2,Tim.2.0rnice/acuteneſle: a | 
fault vnſcemly each whereas well in religion,as in o- | 
| ther arts: for which 247zerva is teigned to hate the | 


hoſt, 2, Chron.18. Even fo there be who as ſoone as 
they can but ſpell in diuinicy , faſten alone vpon the 
greateſt difficulties ; whereby it commeth'to paſſe, 
that they cleerenor the doubrs which they rake in 
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Concerning 


ehis auditory,as my ſelte, for this my firſt aſſay. Wee 


fit all here by the _— of wiſdome and ſcience, 
& moſt of vs may hereafter ſerue at he altar in Gods 
owne houſe, It is not amiſſe that we know our limits, 
asalſo conſider our ftrengths, Vnder the old law the 
Levite might goe farther into the Temple, then the 
Lay,and a Prieſt then the Levite : fo in theſe points 
concerning the myFicalltemple, Apoc. 21. 22. One 
may wade farther then another : bur as there none 
could enter into the chiefeſt ſanQuary, ſaue onely the 
high Prieſt: ſo neither here hath any full acceſle, into 
the ſecrets oftheſe »»y/terzes, but only our high Przeſt 
and Saviour Chriſt : 1» whom are hid all the treaſures 
of wiſdome and knewleage , Colof: 2. 3. As for vs as 
long as we abide in this life, we muſt be ſatisfied with 
ameaner knowledge of ſuch things: with certaine 
glympſes at moſt: like benighted trayailers,who if the 
moone hap to be ouerclouded, are content with ſtar- 


light. Now tothe only w/e God, who isable to doe. 


aboue that which we can cither ſpeake or imagine, 
be aſcribed all glory, power, praiſe, and dominion 


"this day and foreuer, _4me7, 
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| Church. Alwaies there bee who like the Dragon, | 


| Neither yet doth this ſo inbred enmity betwixt the 


TOYCHING 
CHVRCH-SCHISMES. 


Rom. 16, VnR. I7. 


Brethren marke them which cauſe diviſions 
and offences , contrary to the doftrine» 
which yee baue learned and avoid them, 


UPYrTR Carcely had our Apoſtle here laid the 
P\92 grounds of Chriſtian religion , but it 
preſently meetes on each fide with 
ſtrong oppoſers. The Diuell was | 
TD; ſtraight wayes ready to excite errone- 


faigne of hate and contentions beſide their 1upter's 
palace,is really true of the houſe of God. 

Toy Sr io!" dmiyZuds Aids ws, 
Eager debates cloſely {till as 'twere environ the 


Apoc.12.4. areready to devoure it. cuen in itsbirth. 


patrons of truth and errour , happen without God's 
eſpeciall allowance. 


 ousand faQtious ſpirits againſt the truth. What Poezs | 
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For, firſt hereby hee ſifrs and winnowes all alike, 

As many as ſettle firmely together he takes for ſolid 
| graine: but thoſe who are carricd away with cach 
blaſt of new doctrine, for fruitleſſe chaffe, They neuer 


malifis,or at moſt coldly devoted. 

Againe by this he keepes his ele from ruſt and an 
over ſecure eaſe: out of lone hee permits them not to 
{amber in ſuch a tranquility as might at length pro- 
duce ſome hurtfull effe. Calamz#tes ( ſaith he in 147- 
untits) virtutum difciplina eft» Crofles and all kinds 
of oppoſttion,doe not ſo much afflict Gods Saints,as 
truely exerciſe them, 

Thus doth the Lord effe& the good of hhis:choſen 
by the hands of malignant Sch4/matichs, But not- 


withſtanding though he deale ſo in prouidence, yet | 


their offence and guilt is nothing thereby abated, For 
i the third to the Philipp, the Apoſtle plainely afhr- 
meth ſuch to be evill workers,very dogges.v.z. Inthe 
18th y, he termes them enimics of the crofle of ChriÞ, 
whoſe end # defirutti0n,v.rg. and here in my Text,he 
iudgeth them vnworthy cuen of the ſolace and bene- 
fitof humane commerce, Brethren marke_ them 


which ec. 


plcaſe you then to take notice of: Firſt,the thing here 
ſpoken againſt , namely 4w3/tons and offences in the 
Church, Secondly, their more eſpeciall property 


which is to be contrary to ſome aottrine afore learxed. 


Thirdly the perſons or thoſe,wyho cauſe them, Fourth. 


; 


My Text, like to thoſe ſhafts of the holy candle- | 
ſticke , vpon euery word beares knops of flowers: | 


were ſincerely orthodox, but either temporizing for- 


ly | 
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| 


| doe,{o ſtately a fabricke could not long ſubſiſt;itmult 


— it 
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Firſt warke,then avo/dthem. Laſtly,on the other ſide, 
the entire and mutuall agreement among true pro- 
 feſfors,or as it is here their brotherhood, Ofthele or- 
derly in that method I haue propoſed:, and firſt con- 
cerning d/vi/consand offences themſelues, 

Thereis nothing which doth more preſerue the 
world in being then #zty and agreement. Ir is the 
ſtay and bond of every thing ; by how much thenee- 
rer they participate of this,by ſo much the more they 
enioy a certaine exiſtence, ZoroaFey as implying 
God that firſt and chieteſt vnity termes it ,7lw wilpes 
owty emp mdyra; the matrix or fountaine within which 
all things be originally concluded ; Exceptin nature | 
the heauens did embrace this globe below : vnlefle 
here theelements did combine thus louingly as they 


| 


| needs looſe its being , becauſe it ſhould looſe its har- 
| mony, In matter of policy confent of minds legally 
diſpoſed makes a ſtare : without this ie remaſnes'no 


| longer a ſtate, bur a rudeand vngoverned defart, To 


{ ſpcake in the phraſe of moderne Philoſophy, mutuall 
concordis , forma totals; that which wholy gines a 
body politicke both life and beauty; But aboue alt in 
the houſe or Church of God ſeemes this vnitie of 
greateſt value, One Lord,one F aith,one Baptiſme, we 
| inde commended, Epheſ.4.5. As inthe {trucure of 
| the old tabernacle, by loopes & taches were the cur- | 
 taines aptly conioyned:1o in the amtitype,namely the 


| Church , dorlr this ſpirit of Yaity diffuſing it ſelfe | 


throughout the parts, knitthem vp into an entire 


| 


ly,the manner how ſuch diſturbers muſt bedelt with, | 


| frame, D 3 This | 


Church-S chiſmes. t | 3 
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This being ſo; ſithence each where a concord is ſo 
requiſite, but moſt in theChurch,how fowly doe they 
ereſpaſle that breake this bond ? with what ſharpneſſe 
deſerue they to be handled who breed diuifions?The 
Fathers amid(t their writings doe prefle no one point | 
more frequently or eagerly then this ; Every where 
they take occaſ(ton', after S* Pau/s manner, as wellto 
condemne all rents andiSch7/-es ,as extoll a Chriſti- 
an like accord, Optatizs in a word makes ſuch diuiſi- 
ons Summun malorum , a crime lo ieinous, as that | 
none can match it. And indeed if you rightly weigh 
the examples of Gods wrath and puniſhments , you 
will not much miſlike his iudgment, In the 4h of 
Gen. when Cazz had {laine his brother , God onely 
markes him and lets him goe: nay hee is icalous leaſt 
any might kz/{ Cain,v.r5, To that great and facrilegi- 
ous city of N;zzve what doth he ? Only 10s is ſent 
to teach and warne them, Inſteed of ruine comes a 
gentle embaſlage. But for Corathand his complices, 
thoſe mutiners in the tribe of Leve,behold a ſuddaine 
deſtruction:the earth openeth and entombes them a- | 
liue; whence it followes not without ſome ſhew of 
probability, that Church-Schiſmes more diſpleaſe the | 
Lord,then cicher murther or ſacrilege, Au#zn yet 
goes farther for in his 50th Ep. diſcourſing about the 
ob{tinacy of the facttous Donatilts, he chargeth them 
with no leſſea ſinne, then with that of the holy ghoſt. 

But the heinouſneſle of d/vifions will better ap- 
peare, if we examine them, Firſt in their 06ze. Iris 
no light or vnlgar argument;perchance inthe diſqui- | 
ry of ſuch points , diflent may afford greaterprofit, | 
namely | 


| 
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namely by exercifing the wit, then a preſent accord. 
But it 1s religion,that prop of mans conſcience, and 
path to bliſle, Vpon this narrow way doe men lye 
daily ſtriuing and juſtly in opinions, not without 
much hindrance in their intended tourney, Religion 
indeed of it ſelfe is rather aground of commonagree- 
ment: Relzgio thinke fone a re/igendo from binding 
the hearts of the profeſſors, as well in a mutual! affe- 
@Qion, as in obedience to God: yet ifhappily it bee 
made the ſubie@ of trifes and debates,they no where 
| burne more fiercely , »ulle infeite hominibus beſtia, 
(could Ammian: Marcellinys an heathen ſay ) vi ſunt 
fibi feralesplerig, Chriitianti. No beaſts are fo vio- 
lent,as.Chriſtians be, when once they iarre in points 
of doqrine, The reaſon may bee; men for the moſt 
part hug their peculiar tenents witha too ouerprizing 
loue. And as they doe thus in all other arts , ſo eſpe- 
cially in matters of Chriſtianity & faith, Having then 
fancied ſome opinion here as greatly appertaining to 
the ſoules health, they muſt neceſſarily abhorre. thoſe 
who ſo ere oppoſe ir. 


Nextin a ſecond plate conſider the vſualland hurt-. 


full diffuſion of Schj/mes. Saint Paul compares them 


| toa Carker : now a canker reſteth not , but eats for- 


ward till the member bee conſumed : on this manner 
doe falſe and erroneous doctrines : being once broa- 
ched they creepe from man to man, vntill they haue 
corrupted the Church throughout. Ofthis our fore- 


named Apoſtle had a feeling experiment : foras one 
forſaken, 2, Tim, 1, hee complaineththatall in Aſia 


were turn'd aſide, Sonaturallyaptare mento admit 


of! 


L.2.3, 


2.Tim,z, 


—— 
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| ofa fancy nere ſo vnprobable , ifonce on foot, Nei- 
ther ſo only: talſhood too alwaies is more fertile then 
truth: it ſtraightway multiplies into ſeuerall and di. 
verſe ſtreames beyond the head. Thoſe manifold 
| blaſphemics wherewith the primitiue Church was 


indeed({aith Raffirus) vented one fingle herefie tou- 
ching the natiuity of our Saviour : but ere long this 
one becomes a triple monſler. As then, Lev. 12.v.8. 
if the plague in a mans fic{h ſpread, nor otherwiſe, 
the Prieſt pronounced him leaprous and vncleane: fo 
| here,there is no plea againſt Schj/mes more aggraua- 
ting their foulneſſe,then becauſe thus trangely they 
both ſpread and multiply. 

| Laftlyconſider their i:kfome and long continu- 
| ance:how they perfiſtnot for a day or yeare,but com- 


as cally as they burſt forth and overflow , they could 
| as quickly bee ſtopped: Thoſe #ares , Mat, 13, v. 24. 
ſprang vp on a ſudden : but as forthe extirpation and 


haruelt, Errors in truth are by nature igvezyrawns, 
very obſtinate , what once is vented falſely, is here 
maintain'd,if but for credits ſake. As much as wants 
in ſtrength and cleerenefſe of argument, they ſupply 
with a colour of perſcuerance; giue them leaue to 
cake but root,they will flouriſh of themſclues , with- 
| out either watring or attendance : ſo that as Smllz 
ſpal-e of warres, ſam; facile, ceternum acerrime deſine- 
| re; the ſame is true of refratory Schilmes. Any man 


peſtered , what were they faue ſo many branches of 
. | Simon Mag his doQtine that firſt hereticke. 4rrirs 


monly for length ofages. Ir were ſome happineſle if 
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rooting them vp , wee finde it deferred tillthe great | 
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Church-Schiſmes . | 7 
neucr ſo meane, may ſow a fond opinion: but to re- | 
| preſſeand curbeit ſeemes a taske ofthe higheſt skill. 

You haue heard briefly concerning diuz/ions in 
ogrofle; how cxecrable they bee whether youattend 
their 066 or boundleſſe diffuſion; but chiefly for 
their long and obſtinat cotzranarce: cleauing almoſt 
as laſtingly to the Church, as the leprofie did to the 
houſe of GehaFazz This is there condition, this their 
nature: It followeth methodically in my 24 point,that 
I handle their eſpeciall property, which is to be con- 
traryto ſome dotrine afore learned, 

Euery art and faculty hath ſome maine ground to 2 
rely vpon: Some chiefe axiomes by which it is guided 
in its inferiour poſitions no otherwiſe then by a card 
or poleſtar, Theſe axiomes oughtaliwaies to -be ſure | 
and firmely eſtabliſhr;for if they alſo bee expoſed to 
doubtfull enquiries, the whole ſcience ſtraight begins 
to ſhake. In this reſpeR as the Grammar prettily 
deſcants, the alphabet in all languages ſtands znaec/#- 
able, becauſe it's the foundation of that firſt art- 
Chriſtian religion althoughno pertec ſcience, ws 
likewiſe it ſuppoſeth certaine principles : a few > 
grounds and rules vpon which the minde may reſt. 
Now as wee ſpeake in Philoſophy of a double mea- 
ſure;there is menſara aZ7;xa,that which is ſo primarily 
and in itfelfe; againe, there is menſara paſſiua; ſuch a 
one as being meaſured before , meaſures ſomething 
elſe: {o in caſe of religion, you may diſcerne ofa two- 
fold rule; one principall, namely the holy writ : ano- 
ther with reference vnto this, to wit the conſiitutt- 


| ons and Cannons of the Church, Againſt theſe two 
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| doctheauthors of herefies and/chiſints, particularly 
' aime their forces, 


{ lice, is wont more directly to oppoſe the very text. 
| { In formertimes we finde them fo impudent as that 
b- they durſt change and mangle it as ſeemde them beti; | 
[ | witneſle the Cerinthians, Marcionsſts, with the reſt 
| ofthat franticke crew; notend uring ſo pure a light : 
' { ſhould ſhine vpon their monſtrous blaſphemies, they £ 
; either wrongfully concealed it vnder a buſhell, or 
| Quite renounc' it;Indeed the PapiFs now a more refi- 
| ; ned ofspring, deale with greater caution; yet in effect | 
| they performe as much, whilſt they groundlefly en- 
| 


| Firſt the Heret/que,as ſubornde with a bolder ma- 
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large the ſacred Canon, orelſe countenance againſt 
| it their idle #radztzons, for by adding ſuperfluouſly ' 
. { vncothe old ; what doethey lefle then create a new | 
| word; 
| Thus doe Hereriques ſome way ſtill infringe the 
text: Butnow for Schi/maticks they meddle in thoſe 
points which fall more properly within the Chyrches 
verge; And here they vary andſwarue from the right | 
' oneitherhand ; vpon one ſtandſuch as conſpiring 
| with vs in doctrinall grounds, differ onely touching 
the ontward ſurface: As children who otherwiſe mu- 

Y tually well diſpoſed, yet wrangle about thcir nuts & 
_—_ royes, Concerning theſe externall rz#es what tumuits 
| | Lax Arrino- | haue beene raiſed>How frowardly doe men ſtill ſtand | 
ri -— =" torth againſt the Church in termes point blanke? Fa- 
noits, | Ringalmoſt with the Hanichees of old vpon ſuch 
| daies, as that keepes feaſt ; Not abare 4dui/ion hath 


 lerued here, vnleſle a locall ſeceſſion were made; Ex- | 
t - cept 


—— — w wy 


— — as e————_—_—___LCn.A 
»* 


— « ed 


—_— 


ſ —_ b | 4 i 


—_— 
_ i ih. A. 


: C berch-Schiſmes. 


| cept at leſtwiſe by iome peculiarnotes of ſanGity,they | 
as yet remaine diſtinguiſht:like to thoſe ſeeming Ph7- 
 {ophers among the heatben, who had their7gedwes | |,;., «| 
P71) yaeridieylome odd habit or other,to CXCcImpr them | Lucian 60 746 | 
from the rout; But I leaue this ſoareas too too £5ypiye, & Co 
hardned for a plaiſter. A rent fo great in our 
Iſracl, that well nigh ten tribes,I teare me,be this way ” 
tallen off, 

| Thoſe more neerely concerne my drift, who im- 
pugne ſomereall points of dotrine, Now ſome doe 
|.this expreſly and withouta gloſſe. Before Arminius 
| let looſe his tenents, he firſt queſtions openly the Be/- 
gicke Catechiſme : Conſentaneum rationi,ec. 1itis | 
meet (faith he)and very expedient that ſuch Con72tu- 
ti0ns benewly reuewed, As long as they ſtood falt 
and plauſible, well he knew his acuter doctrine could 
hardly gaine entrance ; But asthe Lord comrnands 
touching land-markes Dcur, to. v. 24.notto remoue | 
them, becauſe they haue there beene anciently ere- 
ed: ſoin Church affaires 'tis beſt chat old andau- 
thenricke dec/ios doe ſtill prevaile; Are wee wifer 
then our Fathers? Or is our vnderſtanding beyond 
the ancients? If in a common tyeale as the Phz/oſopher | 
noteth , former lawes ſhould not haſtily giue place 
tancw:; ws wi «> I 443 @011,7% ous Sora: leaſt by often 
changing theirrefpect be ſomeivhat impaired; much 
leſle in poſitions ofa Chriftzaz belieſe, Ir caulſeth the 
mindes of men to wauer mpch:itbegets ſcruples and | 
| offences, which our Apolitle alſo here condemneth, | 
| Othersatleaſt in ſhew approue the recciued Cay- 

| 205, butno otherwiſe then for their own advantage; 
EM vuder | 
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ynder pretext of thoſe generall rules they vent ſome 
priuate and moderne conceipts. It was adiuiſe faith 
Senecs) concerning his times of many lewd and rio- 
tous livers, to cloaketheir luxury by pretending to 
the Epicurean ſet. Thus they ſhrowd their wrong 
and falſe opinions in the Churches bolome; not deri- 
ving a meaning from thence, but faſtning there one 
vpon it/how much better were it, ifthey left the Can- 
97s free and ftill ynbounded. For by thus drawing 
them downe into a moreparticular ſenſe, they haue 
troubled the Church with needleflediſquiries; Con- 
tantine the geeat ſpeaking vntothe Nzeene counſel, 
is bold to call thoſe diſputes betweene A4rizs and 4: 
lexanader, dayuqints dpylasi gegaaiay : 2 vaine and fruit- 
leffe debate: Rather then the catholique peace ſhould 
ſuffer diſturbance, hee diſliketh an exa& diſcufſion e- 
uen in a pointof faith, I dare not preſcribe vniuer- 
{ally an implicit beliefe, not ſuch an one as ſeales vp 
the vnderſtanding, whilſt it kindles a blinde zeale: yer 
happily in doubts which grow beſides the foundati-| 
on, it may well ſuffice, The womarr diſeafed of a 
bloody flux Mark. 5.v. 25, couets onely to touch 
Chriſts garment: ſhee ſtands not vpon circumſiances 
how or whence an healing vertue ſhould flow-neither 
need wee perchance to'dig fo particularly into thoſe 


poſitions, which our forefathers haue left vndetermi- 


ned, At once it coſts more anxiety, thenit can afford 


either content or gaine, 
Well then: let both principles of Church tenents 
| & Serzptureſtand in forcezas 4zrons rod eat vp thoſe 


wherewith the eAZgyptians contended , they will 
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diſcountenance and conſume any vpſtart ifſue of falf. 


hood; for by. the way you may note: errors and truth 
doe not ſpring vpalike; this leaſurely and with alin- 
ering encreaſe : that haſtily like the ſunne in-hiswe- 
{terne courſe, which cuts moſt nimbly about the line: 
but as there the ſunne proceeds but{lowly in degrees 
farther diſtant: ſo here doe errorsafter their firſt bruit 
and flouriſh - if the ancient grounds beſtill ypheld: 
if we retaine this defence to withſtand their onſet, 
I haue ſhewed you the maine property of Schimes, 
a dangerous quality, you ſee, ina Chriſtian eſtates 
for asSampſon did to ouerwhelme the Philiſtins Iud, 
18, 29. it puls away both Pillars wherevpon the 
Church is founded. Now afterwards you haue thus 
had their property, it remaines that in my third point 
I decypher their ſubie&, rowitthe perſons or thoſe 
which caufe them; | | 
Ir is true that as the Lord hath planted a vineyard; 
fo hath he hedged and fendt it rouud, But what can 
poſſibly keepe outmalitious Schiſmaricks? Euer and 
anon they breake through this fence, diſpoyling mi- 
ſerably fo preciousa ground plot. And this they doe, 


either from an inward corruption of nature, or elſe 


i - . . 
induced by ſome externall mottues: concerning their 


nature, you may note them to haue beene men com- 
monly ofa fierce & abrupttemper; S*Peu/ I am ſure 
defcribesthem ſo 2 Tzm.3. Of this humour as Tey- 
tallin wicneſſeth, was Hermogenes of old, naturs 
turbulentas, a fit materiall to frame an hereticke;Not 
vnlike vato him wee finde Novatus in Cyprians one 


who more eſteemed his ownewill and fancy,then the 
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ih | quiet ofthe Church: ſuch men goe on in a violent 
18 courſe :whereſoere they appeare,railing ſome ſtorme | 
| Ih | | or tempeſt: they carry indeed fire intheir Cerſors,yet | 
Bhs not eo facrifice, but ro kindle publicke debates. Farre | 
Eik. better doth S. James inſtruct ſuch with pazience and | 
F 1108 and meekne//e of wiſaom, 1am. 3. 13. 
' 118 "| Neither yet as I ſaid want rhey outward fewell to | 
Ji k: $ Ks encreaſe, this inbred aptneſle, Firſt here OCcurs an. 
: 1.28 : hope of honour & adyancementz This as one ſpcakes 
x f [| 7 of beauty hath 7i 6axU5:xp: It diſtorts and drawes the F 
't |. fight beſides the truth; when _Acimm 1 4c.7 afte- : 
| 41/6 ted the h72h-priefthood, hee calls in the Syrians to 
7.3116 backe his ſuite, not without extreame hazard of the | 21, 
It | ; Jewiſh eftate: no otherwite doe they:rather cen mille ; 
Th | of dignities,they'lc endanger theChurch with forren | ; 
As: tenents; ally way ſhall helpe, before they will ſit vn- 
TW titled, Ve reade of £475 as otherwiſe of a good & 
wal | honeſt man; his fauirwas ſomewhat too aſpiring a 
[ (3 ; minde, Iris ſo with moſt: they ſquare not their drifts 
1.108 | by religion, but religion by their drifts of eminency 
4h | or profit, 
Wil | | Secondly by this, as they conceaue, they much | 
y ' enhance their fame. To bee he author orrevivour of 
$16 ſomenicer D9drzine mult needs feeme a maſter peice | 
* 1/8 01 a0 vſuall knowledge;Indeed the Apoſtle himfelfe | 
"18 | Roma. 15. 29. forbarcs to build the Goſpell vpon 
133: | £70unds lorelatd, This hee did to avoide emergent 
38 p- tcandals, but they tor by reſpects: leaſt they bee 
"Thi! thoughra mcere acceſſion of anothers wit or credit, 
—_  Yethere obſerue their grofle miſtake; Truth faith the 
BY | Philoſopher as likewiſe vertue is 77 TeTgaouiys: 2 thing 
IH) _ |. ; 2 yo of 
Toy 
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of ſinall ard narrow extent; Butas for errors, they | 
in multicudes and troupes round about; If then in 4 

valt a number of taſhoods, they pitch vpon one what | 
glory isit? If miſſing the center they pricke each part | 
of the circle cl{e? Toboltan errour then is no hard 
exploit; Andas its beginnning is thus prompt |} - 
andeaſy , ſoallo is the maintaining of it once begun; 
Inſooth falſhood in point of religion commonly | 
lomeway toucheth vpon the deepeſt myſteries;it will 
be ſure of a caufe pregnit enough wherein to deale: |} 
Pelagianiſme how doth itin dol thoſe large queries 
concerning gods power and hidden decree? As 
therefore marriners wontfor to ſay,giue them wende 
and Sea roome they feare no ſhipwracke: ſo in ſuch 0- 
penand boundlefle diſputes, it may argue a ſhallow 
braine that is quickly graueled;ifnere ſo preſt he finde | 
not ſtil} ſcope as well to decline the aduerſary, as to | 
reinforce his tenents, | 


A laſt incentiue here may bee an itcl:ing defire in 
men of ſecmingactivezrather then reſt vnbuſted,they 


will doe ſome vnneceſſary miſchiefe. It pleaſeth them 
7 TM / : - 

oreatly in their pride of wit to behold thoſe combultt- 

ons which themſelues haue cauſed, The aflociates of 
Cartiline in. his conſpiracy againſt Rome were the 
more forward,faith the hiſtortan,y? quzeta monerent: | Saluſt, 
| that at Icaſt they might vnſertle a ſtate ſo well com- 
| poſed, many endeauour a diſturbance of the chriſtian 
| peaceforno ſerious intendment : they raiſe debates 
that they may beeſaid to haue raiſed themzlike hote 
| furious ſpirits abroad, who delight ſoly in fights and 
vProatCs; [acids xelgneMergirar, mcere louers of 


ſtrife, Vpon 
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wiſe oftimes of no meane efteeme and worth. But 
as it was faid of Cur/o the tribune, thathe wa s facu« 
dus ſed malopablico: even ſothey in truth ſeemeable 
and ſufficiently learned, butit is to the Churches an- 
noyance: whilſt they imploy thoſe gifts perverſly, 


| with which they might haue aduanced the common 


good, 
Yetalſo giue me leaue, ifalittle Imi{doubr ſich: 
if I iudge them not throughly ſound at heart; In 13. 
Nehem, v.32. where the 2/raelztiſh parents mix with 
the women of Lſhaoa, the children ſpeake an vacer. 
taine idiome: halte the Ammonitiſh language; and 
halfe the Iewiſh; examine their tracts and diſcourſes 
aright, they may ſeeme the iſlue of a mixt faith, Re- 
ligion if once ambiguous cannot chooſe but betray it 
ſelfe;lome ſparkles will here breake forth, though ne- 
uer fo carefully ſuppreſt;wherefore as 1o{u4h asked the 
angell 70.5, v.13. art thenfor vs or for our aduerſa- 
| res? Letme likewiſe demand; whoſe part take they? 
for now by walking ſo doubtfully and ina miſt, they 
merit applauſe from neither {1de;more reaſon there is 
thatthey bee refuſed ofbothz Saint Hierome ſome- 
where ſpeaking touching ſich neutrals the Hebzo- 
nites, Dum volunt{laith he) & Tndei & Chriftiant 
efe, nec ſunt Indai nec Chriftianti: whillt they hang 
betweene two ſecs, they deſerue to bee ranked no 
| where : meere batts1n religionare they.z asnature 
hath placedtheſe as: twere in no certaine degree ei- 
ther of beaſtes or foules:thus they for there ambigu- 
ous 
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Vpontheſe motiues fore cited doe Schi/matichs 
chiefly vndermine the Churches vnity.; men other- | 


4 _— by ” N —— , ——_ : : _ 
$ ET " « "WOK , l TS: 7 46,07 LR” *S% *Þ [OY En 2 2. 4 y ME” 


| 


FY 


ll. —————————_ 


Church- Schiſmes . 


| fourth point I preſcribe the Apoſiles caution, which | 
 ts.firſt marke,then avoidthem.' . 


 ſing,thet admirableinivſele., Therefore they colour 


ous profeſhon,may hardly be numbred among Chri- 
ſtians in any ranck, * 

Yau haue ſcene the ſubic&t of divi/ionsbriefly dif: | 
plai'd; perſons very contagious in: the Church, and 
as Miriam,long fincea Schiſmaticke_too, leprous 
throughout. Ir is not vnſcaſonable, if therefore in my 


q 


What our Saviour foreſpake touching falſe teg- 
chers,Math.7.15. ſeemes not moxe 'tcue in regard of 
their demeanour,then of their preaching &doQrine. | 
They come indeed clothed with ſheepes c/athzng: co- | 
ver'd ouer witha pretended ſhew both:of trutkand | 
zeale. Hard itis in ſo neere alikelyhood , to difcerne 
where they conforme to-the1truth,, and where they | 
breake off. St 19at4u for this termes:them ſometimes | 
Ingle erlyoapugps_creatures hauing though:no: more, | 
yeta Chriſtian outſide; elſewhere «r0gompiues mbikus; 
exact and able counterfeits. Came they dreſt in their 
proper ſhape,we might the more eaſily keepe late. ;.it 
were no difficult taske tF eſchew rheit infectious. te- 
nents, A wound ifopen and apparant,may be quick- 
ly cured;that eſpecially is dangerous, where the ſoare 
lies hid, or the paſſage proues inuolu'd,  VVell doe 
Schiſmaticks conceaue the wegkneſle of their. cauſe; 
ſhould they.attempt ro.obtrudetheix. falſhboods-vpo 
the Chunch, intheir naked deformity ,it-wereavaine 
deſigne, Errours be naturally diſplealing to.ah& vi- 
derſtanding:whereastnithis no leſſe.outwardly plea- 


&varniſh oucrtheirabſurdities with cunning _—_ | 
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4 ' againfithe Phi/z/{ins our adverlaries , they fall vpon : 
| cheir countries faith. : 
| Another way they haue of intermingling truth 7 
with errour; Amidft theit diſcourſes they craftily mix | 
ſome drams of verity to commend the reſt ; nay ſo | 
| | | they doe morehurtand d. »plier infe, Poyſonit gi- 
| ven in wine or hony pierceth the veines with greater 
violence; even thus falſhood fiveetned with a reliſh of 
truth, cats moſt dangerouſly into the bowels of the 
Church. | | 
Athird deviſe is by faigning of ſome good intent; 
| Oraz.decom- | whilſt chey laboura breach in chriſtianity /, to make 
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m1 LT Locus Firſt , they refute one bad opinion that they may 
Vik apa, | (etvp a worſe; Eutiches , you knowe , would needs 
Kits maintaine a confuſion ofnaturesin Chriſt ; now this 
I-11 he vndertooke ( ſaith F/aviames ) vnder pretence of 
| {i | confuting Ne#orzws,who held oppoſitely as much a+ 

Vl miſle; Arethere none now which cry downe Parita- ; 

Fi | #;/me whereby to eſtabliſh Paprſme ? Is there no ſuch | f 
3H | new ſtratagem ? Yea farther, aretherenot thoſe who- : 
3 | | deale with religion in aſenſe inverted, as Daviddid ; 
Fi with king C£/þ/ſb,r.Sam. 27. vnder ſhew of fighting | , 


| 


«4 
” 
A 
p 
x 
| : 
- 
- 
xt 
" 
4 
: 
bw ; 
i : 
[IE | 
3 
: - 
: 
. | 
: : 
: 
: 
: | 
j 
”» - : 
74 
& © 
Bat 
* # 
© 
TS . 
*®# 
4 
- 
is : 
Z} 
£ 
8.27 
hoe? 
KF: 
»* = 
4 
*) 
Wo } 
2 
E 7 
I ; 
3 
i 
4 
*% 
4 
” 1 
xt. ” 
& | 
. 


' -#%. 
"7 4 
of + 
{8 
ay 
af 1: 
PT 
Ss 
$4 
Bit 
o it 
"C | 
4158 
[$$ 
{2 
7 


: 
þ.1 
- [ 
Fe - 
4 
Fi 
£ n 
VF; 
$: 
%+ 1 
AF 
. 
\ 4 « 
% 
? $1.5 
2» {T : 
ji 
of 
ot 
- , 
Fd 
# © 
$5 
EW 
s © 
l 
: 
: 


d li- 7 
Lions diffidia ſhew of a defited v4rty and peace, A wingus cucn | 


| inter Choſti- | then when hec was forging thoſe opinions vpon 
_ which ſuch erfdleſſe rreubles haue entucd!, compos'de 
| a treatiſe touching a generall reconcelement like 10ab 
to T-Hrafa, 2,Sum.,20, at once he offers enabraces to 
the Church and ſlabs it, | 
More ſhifts befides they skill of to obſcure their 
| - | malicious drifts, There want not infinite tractleſle ma- 
| - zes, wherein they can lurke vndifcerned; fo as what a | 
WH pany | 
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; petty hiſtorian ſpeakes of the Ligurians inhabiting | 
| bogs and buſhy places. Alator aliguanto labor erat 
 ipvenire 9nam vincere, may be here applied, Iris ca- 
fer to convince their crrouts., then perfeRly trace | 
it our. Ne Gu >: 
Notin vaine thenare we bid to make: qbſerne we | 
cught their ſubtle paſlages,mudding (tull the ſtreame 
| whereſoere they goe z nejther yet is thisenough ; at- 
ter we haue thus deſcried their falſhoods,we muſt alfo 
; avoidand ſhunthem z what communion hath light 
£ | with darkneſJe (faith the Apoſtle) 2:Cor.6. In the 7. 
: of Gen. v. 4.no ſooner had God created /rghx, but in 
the ſame v, he diuides them firajght: wee are though | 
not light, yet the ch:/dres of light,and therefore muſt | 
be carefull, leaſt by mixing with the ſonnes oferrour, | 
ourlight be dim'd and weakned, How ſeriouſly dili- 
cent were the primitiue Fathers in declining ſuch ? 
How watchfullto repreſſe them ? Shbuld I here rc- | 
count their various edziZs and provi/oes framed there- | 
won, I might happily make more vſeof reading,then 
| of moderation and judgement; Only for a traſt; you 
may fromthe courſe of Eccleſiaſtical ſtories gather | 
a treble cenſure thus diſpoſed, Firſt they inflited vp- 
on them ab/tenſion,or (as I may ſay )incommunicati- 
on withthe Church: Next 3 politiue e/ed7/op, elſe de- 
poſition from their clericall degree ; atlength if both | 
 theſereclaim'dthemnot, the vtter Anathema;Adde 
here to thoſe ſeuerer cautions of the Apoſtolicke Sy- 
node, that men rightly orthodox might not cwe2e0; 
| not ioyne in prayer withſuch,Can, 44. ofthe Lagdt- 
t 1 cean,not to deale with them or vle commerce, Can. 
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| tet the whole Chriſtian flocke, 
1 It may be in former times there appeared greater 
danger, About the firſt plantation of the Goſpell, we 
| finde in truth herefies more rife and frequent; Satan 
4 was then moſt buſte,that hemight choak vp the word 
| before it tooke ſure root. Thus Mat,1 3.25. the envi- 
0 | ous one prefenrly owes his cockle, as ſoone as the 
| owner had ended. Notwithſtanding although ſuch 
Church diſeaſes be now lefle pregnant , yet are they | 
poyſonous ſtill alike, A mixing of things vawhol- 
ſome with pure,corrupts as much as ere it did, 
Neither doe I ( miſtake menot) preſcribe ſo ex- 
treame a courſe as the ancients vſed, It is a point bot 
aboue my skill and place : only I wiſh that alwates di- 
| ſturbers,of what kinde focuer, ifnotin perſon, yetin | 
_ | dodttinebeſhunned; that we take heedleaſt by a fee- | 
ming furtherance of the faith, they hinder its PE 
E” Atthe fourth of Ezra when the people ofthe land de# 
fired to helpe the Ifraclites in rebuilding the temple, 
| they would not, Yee have nothing to doe with vs to 
build an houſe,v.2, Happily they gueſſed that for lay - 
ing one ſtone, they might maliciouſly piucke downe | 
41\wo. You knowe the fable of the home-bred wolfe:- | 
vndercdlour of keeping the ſheepe,, hee made more 
| hauock in the fold then the Wolfes abroad, A doubt- 
| full zeale is moſt dangerous when thus it gets a hand- 
+ ſome diſguiſe. Ir is to bee feared , that ſuch may doe: 
more miſcheife,then the adverſary from withour, | 


| Thauclaidbefore youatlengtha full view of Schif- | 


mes | 
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miſſe that contrariwiſe inmy laſt point I handle the 


mes: their pature and property: their ſubied? and how | 
they mult bee avoided; now becauſe one oppoſite 
ſhines more cleerely in anothers preſence, it is not a- 


mutuall agreement©f true profefſours, or as it is here 


their Brotherhood, B 


We read concerning thediviſions of Reuben, Tiidg. 
5.15, ofmuch diſfention betwixt the Sadaces and the. 
Phariſes, A&&.23.7-& vill and erroneousmen are both 
alike giuen to ſtrife; whereas Chriſtians rightly ſeaſo+ 
ned , beno lefle vyan#m0wu4 then abundant in al truth 
and goodnefſle: In the 15*h of Gen, Abrabam is com- 
manded to take an Heiter, a Ramme.and a Goat : be- 
fidesa Pigeon with a Turtle: as for the former he a;- 
vides them v.totÞ: the Turtle and the Pigeon hee di. 
videth not. Thoſe three{ ſaith Proſpey ) fore-ſhew'd 
theconditiorrof Schz/maticts,but thefe rheDoue-like 
and vndiuided agreement of profefſours truly ortho- 


doxe, Now as the higher faculties of mans ſoule are | 


two, well and the vader /tanarne,this agreement here 
conhifts ina mecteconſonancy of both, 

Firſt, for the vnger/{anaing,hauing receaued one 
ſpirit, they nauſt nds conſpire in one meaning and 
ſenſe: they differnot,as being by the ſame reacher in- 
ſiruRed, Indeed no marvaile if Schz/matiehs doe tatr, 
whom their own affeRions or ſatan divertly inſtructs: 
but the Diſciples of verity, though many,yerbee they 
as organs tuned by an individuall ſpirit, Neicheris 
there a moreconſtanteuidence ofthe-truth profeſſed, 
then ſuch conſent; Iudicious interpreters of the ſacred 


writ thence eſpecially inferre, thatthe Prophets wrot 


F 2 inſpird; | 
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| inſpir'de ; Each where they doe fo miraculouſly con- 
Vid.B. Vigili- | curre,and fully accord: On the other (ide diſſent of te- 
BN bs, nents, hath euer beene the ſigne of falſhood. The F a- 
luſt. Martyr. | hers to confute the Pagan Philoſophers in many 
2 227 = | principles of taich had no greater proote: liketo a 
=” common weale ill compoſed , they ouerthrew them 
through their owne diſcord, 

Secondly , neither yer are orthodox profeſſours | - 
thus onely ovugors but likewiſe evu4vyer :notalone | 
ſ{ymparhizing in indgement, butalſoin heart; Loye 
and vnamity were cuer a molt Chriſtiarlike note, 
Looke but into the courle of former ages, and you 
will ealily grantas much, Concerning the Apollles | 
time,what ardency of good will inde we there? with 
what afteion did they mutually imbrace? Lands and 
| ' goods lay then in common : the whole Church may j- 

ſceme noother then one great family, As in the bu. 

| ding of So/ozzoxs temple not any hammer or tron 
| toole was vied that made a noiſe,” 1,Reg.s, Thus they 
| labour'd io1atly in founding the Goſpell , wihtour all 
| malice or clamorous ſtrite, Afterwards wee finde this 
holy zealeno whitabated; ſtill in i times, as 
perſecutions waxt hotrer, the Offiſttans loue grew 
more enflamed, To manifeſt which,leaſt it might lan- 
oUuiſh it conceal'd, how many {1gnes of expreſſion had | / 
| they? witneſle there 4yeTa or feaſts of loue:there of- ; 

| calurpactsafter their ſacred meetings : yea 9ſculum 
| baptiſm at their admittance into the Church: laſtly 
| their panem vaanimitats,as Panlinus to _Auſlin in- 
| timateth ; a token commonly annext and ſent with 
their letters to expreſletheir ioint conſolidation into 
the 
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che ſame body of Chritt Asfor hatred and malice, 


theirof-ſpring now ſtand guilty. 

Yer what wonder is it if thus reciprocally they 
maintained charity ? For firſt / you know ) among all 
virtues this takes place: withour it -nartyraome itlelte 
availeth not,r.Cor.13, Lumbayd lo farre extols it, as 
to make it touching the exerciſe an immediate a of 
the ſpirit: whereas other divine graces acknowledge 
their proper habits, How truely he doththis I meane 
not te examine; only you ſee what a glorious conceit 
he had ofthis vertue aboue the reſt. 


riſtian zeale : it conſerues as it were religion 
warme and frolick,/Jgnetizs in his Epiſtle to the Ephe- 
fears diſcourting to this purpoſe , tells them that ir 
would keepe them more ſecurecuen from Satans af- 
faults; xxs oasues xmgana, 8c, all afſronts (ſaith he) 
of thoſe ſpirituall enimyes be this way leſſened; ioine | 
they but hearrs , ſinnc it ſeife would findean harder 
inlet, ; 
Once more,no marvaile if 0zthodox Chriſtians at- 
fe this concord, ſince our Saviour himſelfe ſo mach 
commends it; whenas hee whos the author of peace 
appeares fo vrgenta teacher thereof. In the 13. of To. 
he makes it the very marke and badge of his - By th# 
ſhall all men knowe that you are my Diſciples, &. v.35 
[n the 74.C.being now to ſuffer, he bequeaths it them 
for theit only legacy, 24y peace 7 leaue y0u,N.27. WIN 
great earneſinefſe he enioines that , which long ſince 
was commended tothe Church vnder a type; Noabs | 


aine,ſuch loue greatly ſtrengthens each where | 
che 


| 


| 


ſuch vagodly motions, they may ſeeme as free; as we | 
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 asthe repreſſing of the other,and I willend. 


he, 


not empty ; yet brings ſhee for a token of the floods 
decreaſe,no other teſtimony into the arke , the figure 
of che Church,then an O/zae leafezaleafe which is the 
vſuall gne ofloue and concord ; hence the Apoſtle 
more expreſly,Rom. 10.15,deciphers the Church yns- | 
der name of the O/zae. | 

You perceiue by this alittle bettor the fowlneſſe of 
Schiſmes: how vgly they be apart, yet more if oppo- 
ſedto writy : giue mee now leaue but to ſet downe 
ſome few rules,as well tor the aduancing of the one, 


Firitthen, 1t were well ifmen did meddleleſle in 
necdlefſe points beſides the {aith:were they not ouer- | 
buſie there, where they may ſhew more wit, then pro- | 
mote the Goſpell, The orthodox religion ſtands now | 
betwixt Papiry and Semi-paiagianiſme,as the Plato- | 
nicke ſet did once betweene the Epicureans and the 
Stoicks; cum his now de finibus ſea de tota fere poſſeſſt- 
one contentio et; with theſe, ſaith the Oratgur,the | 
Platonicks hold an vtter diſtance; but from them they | 
differ vpon tearmres of lighter moment. Papiſtrig 
thwarts and cuts the very lite-ſtrings of a ſauing be- 
lecte, Semi-pelagianiſme no ſozwhence then the grea« 
reſt danger appearecs , there to bee moli actiue were a 
prudent courſe. 

Or 2/y, if fome muſt needs be dealing elſe-where, : 
would they could but keepe their opinions conceal'd; | 
not preſſe. ypon the Church. for currant whatfoeuer 
themſelueshaue fancied; Paraceſſus hauing grounded 


himſelfe fttrongly in naturall »agzche, afterward in all | 


—_— 


done hauing circled the waters too and fro, retnnes 


his 
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| Adam & Methuſelah lined fo long not without ſome 
helpe of Chymicallextracts;,Vpon like grounds Agrip- 
{.p4 among others his foppiſhnotions, perſwades vs, 
thatthe croſſe if of force atall, itis by vertue of the 
meer figure, ME for the moſt part reliſh long of thoſe 
principles with which they haue beene art firſt invred, 


oppoſite truth , that it reſtsand ſcarcely admits ofa 


conceipted priuately, they flraight way labour to 
| make good a broad, hold they cannot, butthey will 


Our ſauiour Math, 16. ſpeaking of ſuch doQtrine a- 


—_—_—__. 


it heaues & workes in the braine till it can gera vent; 
Much diſfcreeter was the courſe of Saint Cyprien; The 
deuout father being vnhappily tainred in that point 
concerning Anabaptiſme,yet would he by no meanes 
commend it for aclaſſicke tenent ; nemini preſeribi- 
m45,ec.letothers (faithhee) abound in a contrary 
ſence: for my part I aduiſe none: which his modeſty 
if diuerſe now adaies did follow, from how many 
vnneceſſary tumults might they ſecure the Church. 

| Bur ſuppoſea Schi/me be once on foote, the ſpee- 
dieſt way for redreſſe may feeme; Firſta ſerious yet 


th. 


(| 


| willing to yeeld , if pechance convinc't}, as co refuſe 
the aflaylant', hot and furious diſputes doe ſeldome 
good; amidſithe noiſe offuch conuiciating 1arres,the 
[the truth is ſcarcely heard, The diſcuſſion of doubttull 
| G points 


pm 


ao" 


ciuill debatement : when men ſhall enter the liſts as | 


his concluſions aſcribes ouer much to that; with him 


| Th vnderſtainging is fo farre from embracing the | 


farther ſearch, Moreoner, and what they haue once | 


obtrude their peculiar fancies, for a publike trueth; | 


mong the Phariſees, calls it /eavenv+6.Euenas leauen | 


| 
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pointsreſembles much the {miting of a fizz; a gentle 
and well poys'de ſtroke procures ſome ſparkes; 
l { whereas a boiſterous colliſion , gets no fire , bur | 
breakes the ſtone; Tuſt ſo in point of controvertie: a | 
| civill hadling brings it to an iſſue ſtraight;contrariwiſe 
an impetuous wrangling inflicts happily ſome ſtaine | 
on either party, yet nothing cleeres the argument. 
| | Vnwilely then deale they who fly out into ſuch a#di- 
| | tempered vehemency; Infteed ofa ſober and viefull 
| | debatement they raiſe a perſonall brawle ; they tra- 
E | uerſe not atlength the truth , buttheir owne cauſe. 
Sucton, | It was the noted fault of Marcellus a Rhetoritian that 
| lighting on a figure, hee would purſue it ſo farre, till 
he had forgot the matter in hand : likewiſe doe theſe 
it once they fall mto acalumniating & 1arring vaine; 
nay farther, oft times, they ſtrangely miſinterpret the 
aduerſary; either to extend their diſcourſe, or elfe of 
malice they impoſe a meaning farre wide from the au- | 
| thors drift. Thus as Zebu/told Gaal, Thou ſeef the 
| ſha dowes of mountaines as if they were men, JTuap.g. 
| 
| 


36. they beſtow much fruitleſſe paines in confuring | 
Auch notions as themſelues hauefram'de amiſle, But 
| | way with ſuch milpriſion: ſuch rouing encounters; 
£8 [Ss a more probable courſe, if, as I ſaid, they neither 
! ſhall ouer roughly diſpute the cauſe, nor yet ſuſpiti- 
- ouſly make it worle, 
Alecond helpe here may beethe vſe of Synodicall 
| | | | Conuents: con uents whichareno leſſe apt to repreſle 
| talſhood, then eſtabliſh a receiued truth tn the mindes | 
| of people. The Romans of old when any more fatall 


| danger approached, did wontedly maintaine their | 
| ſtanding 
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appeares ſome like proieneedfull: where ſinne and 
error make a daily inrode, Our forefathers therefore 
of the primitiue Church, may ſeeme indeede in ſuch 
meetings very frequent ; euery yeare twice , about 
Lent and antumne they ordained councels provinci- 
ally to be held, Hereby they weeded as it wereand 
cut vp errour in its firſt appearance: no ſooner could 
it ſprout forth, before it procured ſtrength, ſome de- 
cree or other ſtraight waies cropt it; Satan you know 
that old Seypert is the father of ſchilmes: nay he was 
by a voluntary diſceſſion from God ſimply the prime 
Schiſmaticke; A ſnake or ſerpent ifhe can get buthis 


head into acrany,ſcrues & wreaths in his whole body | 


after with no hard paine : on this manner error; by 
reaſon of its Serpentine nature, vnleſſe at firſt repel- 


led, threatens a dangerous progreſle; Councels then | 


in this caſe be greatly available, of ſoueraine helpe, if 
thus ſeaſonably applied ; ſucha meeting of reyerent 
ſages muſt nceds if not refell, at leaſt diſcountenance 
a crept in falſhood. 

The laſt remedy ſhall bee a ſerious aduiſe ; That 
men would duely conſider how by Sch;/mes they 
would afreſh the body of Chriſt; how they make the 
wonted fold a coate of raucuing wolues. * Hermes 
ſomewhere termes malitiouſneſſe «ious 7e0p3e: the 
toode or worlds repaſt;let not, oh let not the ſame be 
{aid concerning the Church it ſelfe; Weigh likewiſe 
hereto the vnknowneand doubttfull event of ſuch de: 
bates, The Collatoy in Proſper begins fairely and asa 
moderate pelagian, but ere three pages are paſt lea- 
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uing Pelagianiſme,he becomes flat Atheiſt, Vnne- 
ceſlary diſputes neuer remaine in that ſtate of mode- 
ration, inwhich they wegxe at ft raiſed; like floods 
they gaine encreaſe trom their continued and laſting 
courſe; eſpecially if there happen(thoughI hope not) 
ſuch asdiſpenfe them ſecretly & of purpoſe to ſome 


| farther end: When Haznzbal mainely intended Rome | 


he tooke in Sagurtum (ith the hiftorian) onely by 
the way; for occafion-ſake in truth ofa defired warre; 
God grant there be rione who beginne at theſe lower 
points, thatthey may fight at Jength not againſl 
Rome, bur for it. 

_ Thavedone with my text:a ſubie& I conteſle ſome- 
what to high for me, and deferuing a more graue aud 
learned pen;{uch an cne wherein they ſhould chicfly 


labour, who are as able for skill,as effeuzll in power 
| and place, Truth is then moſt perſuaſme, when thus 


| 


aberted: but as E/thu tooke courage to aduile 106, 
though after his elders: #0 ſhew his op#nton alſo; 10b, 
22.v.10, euen ſo haue I done, Wiſdome is of God, 
and oft times hee worketh no lefſe through weake 
meanes, then by ſtrong and potent. Howſoener I 


| thought it not beſides the duety of the meaneſ} Ze- 
| #/te, ifnow he ſtretcht forth his hand tovpholde the 


arke : iffor my part likewiſeI endeauourde the 
Churches wazty, my only crift, And now O Lord 
doe thou build vp thoſe breaches inthe wals of our 
Teruſalem, which by Schiſmes baue long ſince beene 
made; giue vs externall peace,thatfo the better wee 
may procurethat inward of minde, and in fine enioy 
cternall with thee, To God the Father, &c, 
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